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Another new program that was recently 
started with the Caring Clothes Closet 
is Bags For Kids, which was created by 
Jody Floegel.  These bags are distrib-
uted to foster children while they are 
being moved to a new home.  A lot of the 
time, these children can feel scared and 
hesitant, but these bags are meant to 

help calm their nerves and give them something that is their own.  

Right now, there are two different kinds of bags that the Caring 
Clothes Closet offers.  The first bag is a duffel bag which contains 
many items for the child, ranging from stuffed animals and blan-
kets to toothbrushes and combs.  This bag has also been stuffed 
by the CCC with clothing items that that specific child desper-
ately needs.  The second bag, which is smaller in size, contains 
the same essential items as the first bag but without the clothing.  
Both bags also have cards with inspirational thoughts and mes-
sages written by the children and volunteers that pack them.  

The Caring Clothes Closet offers a variety of opportunities for 
people to get involved.  One of the most vital ways in which 
someone could volunteer would be through sorting the clothes, 
which makes up the core of the CCC.  The volunteers who do 
this go through a quick training session in order to understand 
how everything works and then are able to sort clothes regularly 
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Cards written for the Bags for KidsC
“When kids feel completely messed up inside, clothes 
help them feel good on the outside; and when you 
feel good on the outside, that helps your inside.”  A 
social worker told Sara Fender this once and it always 
stayed with her.  The Caring Clothes Closet (CCC) is a 
non-profit organization which began almost four years 
ago in Sara’s garage.  

Since then, the organization has grown into the non-profit it is 
today.  In summary, the CCC works to help underprivileged kids 
get access to clothes, which they direly need, for free.  Sara, a 
Wyndham resident for 16 years and founder of the CCC, believes 
that the main goal of the organization is to show people we care.  

Later, when her son was about two years old, Sara began vol-
unteering for United Methodist Family Services (UMFS), a 
social-service program dedicated to helping empower high-risk 
children.  After becoming a room parent with the UMFS and 
collecting clothes for the children in her class, the idea for the 
Caring Clothes Closet was born.

Since then, the CCC has grown into so much more.  Originally 
starting out as a ministry of Shady Grove United Methodist 
Church, the CCC is getting ready to become its own non-profit 
(501c3).  Sara states, “We kind of say that the church helped us 
with the seed, and now the flower is so big that it needs to stand 
on its own.” 

The CCC has also considerably grown in size and is currently 
operating in their own building on the Shady Grove United Meth-
odist property.  In addition to a growth in size, they have also in-
troduced many new programs.  An example of this is the satellite 
Clothes Closet that was piloted at Laburnum Elementary School, 
so the students would have easy access to what they needed.  The 
CCC was originally worried that the closet would die out as they 
did not have the means to continually stock it; however, they 
found that the staff members were more than willing to help the 
children and they began to bring in their own donations to help 
sustain the closet.
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Beyond Great Haircuts

Willow Lawn
1601 Willow Lawn Dr #835,
Richmond, VA 23230
pigtailsandcrewcuts.com/willowlawn/
804-716-4382

Gayton Crossing
9728 Gayton Rd,
Henrico, VA 23238
pigtailsandcrewcuts.com/richmond/
804-741-1500

We offer a range of haircutting and 
styling services, kid-centric hair 
products, accessories, fun gifts, plus...

Haircuts and styles for mom and dad

Amazing parties in our awesome party room

First haircut packages

Gift cards, and much more

as their schedule allows.  This is 
essential to making the CCC work 
effectively as they serve so many 
different groups that they need the 
space to be well organized.  

Other ways in which people can 
help support the CCC include 
working open houses (when the 
groups come to “shop”), holding 
clothing drives, creating or pack-
ing the Bags for Kids, or simply 
donating clothes to the bins they 
have out front.  If they can’t use 
your donations, they find organi-
zations with like-minded philoso-
phies that can use them.  Sara also 
wants to let people know that the 
CCC is open to volunteers of all 
ages, including groups such as the Girl Scouts or 
middle school and high school students needing 
community service hours.  

Many volunteer hours are needed to make the CCC 
a success.  In fact, Sara said in March, 162 volun-
teer hours were tracked for sorting clothing alone.  
Sara feels she is a totally different person now from 
this experience and has been blessed by meeting 
so many amazing people. She has loved developing 
friendships with both the volunteers and clients.  

If you want to learn more about the Caring Clothes 
Closet please visit their website at caringclothes 
closet.org or reach Sara Fender at sefender@
msn.com. 

Inside look at the 
Caring Clothes Closet 
organization

A group preparing supplies for the Bags for Kids

CCC program Bags for Kids Organizing clothing for the CCCCCC volunteers loading up donations


